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Dear Friends, 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome you to this year’s Earl B. Gilliam Bar Foundation’s “Calling All Changemakers” 
Awards and Scholarship Dinner, marking this fantastic event’s 40th Anniversary. 
 
For decades, the foundation’s work mentoring students, fostering diversity reflective of San Diego’s 
communities, and advocating for social change has built a powerful legacy, both locally and beyond, that is 
evident in your broad network of success. 
 
Congratulations to all of tonight’s awardees and scholarship recipients, who I know will continue to do great 
things for San Diego. I thank you all for another year of service and leadership, and I look forward to our 
continued collaboration to make our communities even stronger for years to come. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me or my District Director, Francine Maigue, at 619.338.8090 or 
francine.maigue@asm.ca.gov for any assistance you may need. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
LORENA GONZALEZ 
Assemblywoman, 80th District 

Congratulations, 
Earl B. Gilliam Bar Foundation!  
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November 12, 2016 

 
Dear Earl B. Gilliam Bar Members, 
 
Congratulations on 40 years of outstanding service to San 
Diego County! Your association is the go-to organization 
for African-American lawyers, judges and law students 
throughout Southern California and it is my privilege to 
welcome those gathering in San Diego for the Earl B. 
Gilliam Bar Foundation’s 40th Annual Scholarship and 
Awards Dinner.   
 

The foundation has played an important role for more than four decades in 
representing the interests of the African-American legal community in San Diego 
County. Your financial assistance to law students and your pursuit of integrity, 
honor and courtesy are noble causes. 
 
As San Diego County District Attorney, I am very proud of the diversity in our 
office, which roughly mirrors the greater San Diego Community. I think it is 
important that people see themselves reflected in government, and I commend the 
Earl B. Gilliam Bar Foundation for playing an important role in promoting 
diversity in the local legal community and ensuring social justice for all. 
 
On behalf of the nearly 1,000 employees at the San Diego District Attorney's 
Office, thank you for all the important work you do and best wishes for a 
successful Awards and Scholarship Dinner. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Bonnie M. Dumanis 
San Diego County District Attorney 

 













We are proud to support the Earl B. Gilliam Bar Association  

and its commitment to representing the interests of African American  

lawyers, judges, and law students throughout San Diego County. 

Congratulations to this year’s scholarship winners and honorees.  

We applaud your accomplishments and contributions to  

the Greater San Diego community.
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Assembly Member Shirley Nash Weber was elected in November of 2012 to represent 
California's 79th Assembly District, which includes the cities of Chula Vista, La Mesa, Lemon Grove, 
National City and San Diego.  

Assemblymember Weber was recently appointed by Assembly Speaker Rendon to chair the 
Assembly Committee on Elections and Redistricting. She also chairs the Assembly Select Committee 
on Higher Education in San Diego County and the Assembly Select Committee on Campus Climate, 
and serves on the Assembly Standing Committees on Education, Higher Education, Appropriations, 
and Banking and Finance. She is also past Chair of the Assembly Committee on the Budget 

Born to sharecroppers from Hope, Arkansas, Shirley Weber has lived in California since the age of 3. 
Her parents, in particular her father, valued education and supported their daughter's academic 
aspirations. She attended UCLA, where she received her BA, MA and PhD by the age of 26. Prior to 
receiving her doctorate, she became a professor at San Diego State University at the age of 23. Dr. 
Weber also taught at California State University at Los Angeles and Los Angeles City College before 
coming to San Diego State University. 

Weber has lived in the 79th Assembly District for over 30 years. Deeply committed to community 
service, she served on the boards of the NAACP, the YWCA, the YMCA Scholarship Committee, 
Battered Women Services, United Way and the San Diego Consortium. She eventually made a 
successful run for a seat on the board of the San Diego Unified School District. As a trustee and 
subsequent school board president, she became known for her advocacy for closing the 
achievement gap and setting a higher standard of excellence for all children. 

As an Assemblymember, Weber has translated her commitment to education and social justice into 
her ambitious legislative agenda. She has authored bills on K-12 education reform, increasing 
access and affordability for higher education for California’s students, and a law to address the issue 
of racial profiling in policing. Other bills signed include legislation addressing civil rights, education, 
forced arbitration, protections for person with disabilities and voting rights. 

She is also outspoken on the importance of investing in early childhood education as a means of 
preventing drop-out rates, dependence on social services, incarceration and unemployment. 

Assembly Member Weber is the mother of a daughter and son, and has two grandchildren. She is 
the widow of the late Honorable Daniel Weber, a California state judge. 
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